
Water 
Baptism  

for 

CHILDREN 

HEAVENLY VISION CHURCH 
243 West 85th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90003 

323.971.0875 
www.HVCLA.com

http://www.HVCLA.com
http://www.HVCLA.com


Water Baptism for CHILDREN 
We are so excited that you are considering baptism for your child. Every child can have a 
personal relationship with Jesus. At Heavenly Vision we encourage and give 
opportunities for children to make a decision to follow Jesus. Our children are 
encouraged not just to learn about Jesus but learn from Jesus by walking with him every 
day. 

We advise parents to wait until their child is asking to be water baptized. This is usually a 
good indication that they are ready to be baptized and it will be spiritual milestones in 
their life. While younger children under the age of 5 can have a relationship with Jesus, 
they may not necessarily remember or understand the significance of the event, so we 
encourage parents to wait until they feel that their child is able to grasp the concept of 
baptism and make a sound decision for themselves.  

Scriptural Guidelines: 
Jesus commanded baptism for believers (Matthew 28:18-19; Mark 16:15-16). 
The apostles commanded believers to be baptized (Acts 2:38). 
Baptism is for those who believed in Jesus as their Lord (Acts 8:5, 12, 35-38). 
You must believe first, before baptism.  
Baptism is an outward demonstration of an inward faith. 

In baptism, the believer identifies with Christ.  
When I am baptized, I demonstrate what Christ did for me in His death, burial and 
resurrection (Romans 6:3-6). 
I die to sin. I am buried like Christ. I am raised in the power of the Spirit.  
When I am baptized, I declare that I am a new person in Christ. 

Baptism is an immersion in water for believers. Greek word used in the New Testament 
means to dip under or immerse.  
Since baptism symbolizes a burial, we do not just sprinkle with water, but completely 
immerse the person. When a dead person is buried, they are placed completely under 
the ground. It is the same with baptism in water.  
Through water baptism, the believer declares that his old life of sin is dead and that he 
now has a new life with Christ.  

Because baptism declares a person’s faith in Christ, we do not baptize infants. In order to 
be baptized, a person must make a conscious decision to follow Christ. A child must be 
old enough to understand that decision in order to make it. 

As you discern if your child is ready to meet water baptized, here are some questions to 
ask your child; 

Why do you want to be water baptized? 
Addresses that indicate your child understands:  because Jesus was and he tells us to also 
because I am a friend of Jesus and I want to follow him. I love Jesus.  

What does it mean to be water baptized?  
Answers that indicate your child understands: it means I’m following Jesus; It means I’m 
a Christian and I want to show the world; Its a picture of what Jesus has done on the 
inside of me.  

When did you decide to follow Jesus and become his friend forever?  
Answer that indicate your child understands: your child should have a specific memory of 
when he understood what Jesus did for him and that he needs Jesus in his life. It may 
have been at church at home or even sometimes when he was alone. 

Your Child is Ready: 
If you feel your child understands what it means to be baptized, sign them up for the next 
baptism Sunday. Invite all your friends and family, and prepare for your child to take their 
faith public!  

Your Child is not Ready: 
If you don’t feel your child understands what it means to be water baptized, it’s totally 
appropriate to wait. Remember water baptism is not essential to salvation, it’s the 
outward sign of an inward work and should only take place when your child is ready. 
During this time let your child observe water baptism talk with them about what it means.  


